The hygienist's role in improving children's oral health throughout their development.
Improving oral hygiene in children is one of the most challenging aspects of the preventive dental practice because their dentition, dexterity, and emotional maturity are simultaneously developing. This article discusses the role of the hygienist in providing oral health care and education in the context of developing preventive care programs that can be tailored to meet the needs of children in different age groups. Particular attention will be given to identifying proven approaches to motivating children and their parents to respond positively to oral health advice and hygiene instruction.